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Did you know the ocean all around us is essential to all life on Earth, including you and me?
Let’s learn about the importance of the seas for sustaining life on this blue planet we call Earth at the
Hong Kong Maritime Museum, and become champions for looking after the world’s ocean.
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The Earth has one big ocean with many features

For example, the ocean has very long distance water currents which bring wildlife,
minerals, heat and other marine materials from place to place, allowing life to mix
and thrive.

The ocean and life in the ocean shape the feéf-urés of the Earth

Roughly half of the oxygen on Earth comes from the ocean. Without the ocean
and marine life that produces oxygen, the atmosphere and many other features
of the Earth would be completely different.

The oceanisa r in on weather and clima

The global rise of sea water temperature has caused more extreme weather
— everywhere, such as the super typhoons and extreme flooding which we have
= |~ ¢ been experiencing in Hong Kong.

The ocean makes the Earth habitable

The ocean is the origin of Earth’s life forms. It provides the essential environment
and materials for life to rise and flourish. Without the ocean, there would be no
life on the land.

The ocean supports a great diversity of life and ecosystems

More than half of the organisms on Earth live in the sea! Hong Kong alone has
more than 5,000 different marine species; around 25% of all the recorded marine
species in China.

The ocean and humans are inextricably interconnected

More than 80% of all the goods traded internationally are carried by ships at sea.
Very many of your own belongings have probably travelled across the ocean
before meeting you!

The ocean is largely unexplored

Over 80% of the ocean is still unexplored and only around 10% of marine species
have even been identified. Even in Hong Kong, we discover new marine species
every several years.

Everyone should know the Seven Principles of Ocean Literacy.
Read them! Learn them! Share them!
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